The Scottish Screen Archive

The Scottish Screen Archive at National Library

of Scotland is a film and video collection of over
100 years of Scotland’s history. The archive reflects
twentieth century Scottish social, cultural and
industrial history, the lives of ordinary people and
the achievements of Scottish film-makers in the
craft of film production.

The archive houses more than 32,000 items
including documentaries, newsreels, educational
material, television and public information films,
industrial material, advertising and promotional
material and amateur footage.

The archive was set up in 1976 to find, protect
and provide access to Scotland’s moving image
heritage. It has been part of the Collections
Department at the National Library of Scotland
since 1 April 2007.

For further information about the films,
please contact the archive.

Scottish Screen Archive
National Library of Scotland
39-41 Montrose Avenue
Hillington Park,

Glasgow G52 4LA
www.nls.uk/ssa

tel: 0845 366 4600

email: ssaenquiries@nls.uk

Information

The Inventors of Tradition is an exhibition, film
screening and publication conceived by Beca
Lipscombe and Lucy McKenzie (Atelier) and
Catriona Duffy and Lucy McEachan (Panel) in
partnership with The Scottish Screen Archive at
National Library of Scotland and Martha.

At the intersection between art, design and
social history it is a subjective study of the history
of the Scottish textiles industry since the 1930s.

It brings together samples of world-class design, the
archive material of individuals and companies and
a series of short documentary films sourced from
the Scottish Screen Archive at National Library

of Scotland. In response to this material the artist
Lucy McKenzie and designer Beca Lipscombe,
from Atelier, have produced a series of new works
including clothing, furniture and accessories.

An exhibition displaying archival work alongside
Atelier’s new collection is open until 26 February
from 11 am—-5pm at 21 Stockwell Street, Glasgow,
G1 4RZ.

The accompanying book published by Walther
Koenig Verlag in Cologne, featuring interviews
with Wallace Shaw, John Byrne, Janette Murray and
Steven Purvis, and with texts by Nicholas Oddy,
Linda Watson, Mairi MacKenzie, Lucy McKenzie
and Jonny Murray will launch in April 2011.

Atelier’s collection of clothing and accessories
are for sale and they will be presenting a series of
showrooms in Glasgow, Edinburgh, London, Berlin,
Brussels and New York throughout 2011. Please
visit the Atelier website for further information.

www.wearepanel.co.uk www.ateliereb.com

The Inventors of Tradition is a Vital Spark project that received investment from Creative Scotland’s Innovation Fund
and has been generously supported by
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THE INVENTORS
OF
TRADITION

FILM SCREENING

Given the historic cultural, industrial, and
economic importance of textile manufacturing for
Scotland, it is no surprise that the Scottish Screen
Archive at National Library of Scotland contains a
wealth of documentary films depicting the subject.
As one might expect, such material often examines
traditional and modern fabric-making processes at
considerable length. Yet the works in question also
speak to an audience far wider than professional
textile-makers and scholars alone, and their interest
is more than just factual and technical in nature.

If the films included within this programme explain
the weaving of Scottish fabrics, they also illuminate
the diverse, and often surprising, ways in which
Scotland wove ideas from or around its native cloth
and carpet. We find gendered and imperial British
identities within the post-WWII nation championed
or challenged in some of these films, while others
lay bare the constant push/pull between competing
values of tradition and modernity that shaped

so much of twentieth-century Scottish culture and
identity. The textile films held by the Scottish
Screen Archive say as much about who we were

as they do about what we wore. They teach us that
far less distance exists between those two things
than we might commonly assume.

Dr. Jonathan Murray

Thursday 24 February 2011

Glasgow Film Theatre
12 Rose Street
GLASGOW G3 6RB

A mix of professional and amateur documentary
short films create this special programme that
explores the recent history of the Scottish textiles
industry through its manufacturing processes,
promotional activity, factory workers and fashions.
The programme presents five films and a
compilation film created from clips of various films
held at the archive.

The programme of films will be introduced

by Dr Jonathan Murray. The films have been edited
for this evenings programme by Rob Kennedy.

Live piano and original composition by

Graham Riach.

DJ performance by Lucy McKenzie.



Please note that the running
times indicated are edited
versions of the original films.

Introduction

Edited compilation of films
from the archive

Running time: 15 minutes

Compilation features:

Glenhar Factory, Hillington
(1953)

Amateur film documenting the
interior of Glenhar factory.

The film illustrates male and
female dress immediately after
the war and a fashion parade of
the merchandise prior to the
arrival of the continental buyers.
Filmmaker: Jack Harris

Amateur

Singer Sports Gala 1952

(1952)

Footage of the Singer Sports
Day, Clydebank, including shots
of processions of youth
organisations and the Singer
Gala Queen.

Amateur

Film 1
Weave me a Rainbow (1962)
Running Time: 20:53 minutes

A feature on the Scottish woollen
industry for the National
Association of Scottish Woollen
Manufacturers.

Sponsor: Films of Scotland and
National Association of Scottish
Woollen Manufacturers
Production Company: Templar
Film Studios

Director: Edward McConnell
Promotional Documentary

Film Programme

Film 2

The Coming of the Camerons
(1944)

Running Time: 10 minutes

The Coming of the Camerons
Follows Glen Clova postwoman
Jean Cameron on her rounds
(on bicycle) and documents the
introduction of the ‘Camerons’
— uniform trousers for post
women (rather than skirts),
named after Jean Cameron who
started the fashion after
requesting trousers instead of
the regulation skirt. Highly
Commended in the 1945
competition of the Institute

of Amateur Cinematographers.
Filmmaker: Frank M.Marshall
Amateur

Film 3
Cashmere is Scottish (1973)
Running Time: 7:20 minutes

A promotional film charting the
journey of cashmere from source
to end product. Cashmere wool
obtained from Mongolia is

spun and knitted at Scottish mills
into Cashmere knitwear for
Pringle, Ballantyne, Braemar and
Glenmac.

Production Company: Martin
Kane Production

Promotional Documentary

Film still taken from ‘Cashmere is Scottish’ (1973).
Courtesy Scottish Screen Archive at National Library of Scotland
and Dawson International PLC

Film 4

From Glasgow Green to
Bendigo (1961)

Running Time: 17:43 minutes

A sponsored documentary
promoting the carpet
manufacturing processes in the
Templeton factory, Glasgow.
Sponsor: Films of Scotland and
Templeton Carpets Ltd.
Production Company: Anglo
Scottish Pictures

Director: Robert Irvine
Promotional Documentary

Film 5

Edited compilation of films
from the archive

Total Running Time: 8 minutes

Compilation features:

How to make your own
Templeton Carpets (1973)

A tour inside the Templeton
carpet factory in Glasgow
showing all aspects of the
production processes.
Production Company: Martin
Benson Films

Promotional Documentary

The World of Cashmere
(c.1966)

Cashmere imported from
Mongolia is spun and knitted
into fine yarn at the Pringle
factory in the Borders town of
Hawick for Pringle garments.
Sponsor: Pringle of Scotland

Production Company: Associated

British Pathe Production
Director: Frederick Goode
Promotional Documentary

Film 6

Cashmere: The World’s Rarest
Natural Fibre (c.1978)
Running Time: 12:50 minutes

The process of creating a
cashmere sweater, from
collecting fibres, to dyeing wool
in vats, spinning machinery

at work, and finishing touches
being added to woollen
garments in the Pringle factory.
Sponsor: Dawson International
Production Company: Corpro
Director: Terence Donovan
Promotional Documentary

With thanks to Dawson
International PLC, Glasgow

University Archive and Singer
UK.

Rob Kennedy

Contributors

(Pierres qui roulent, Poupées-poubelles, La Vie

Rob Kennedy is an artist who lives and works in
Glasgow. His work shifts between sculpture, video
and live video manipulation.

Dr. Jonathan Murray

Jonathan Murray is a lecturer in Film & Visual
Culture at the School of Design, Edinburgh College
of Art.

Graham Riach

As a pianist, Graham Riach has performed in
Scotland, Belgium, Italy, Japan and Australia. He
has scored three short films by Violaine de Villers

privée de Marianne Berenhaut), and has been
commissioned to compose and perform the music
for her next film. His compositions have been
performed in Europe and Asia, and include pieces
for string quartet (Adioratos), piano (including
Fragments 1—10, Con-temporal, and Sine), and
choir (Like Green).

We are extremely thankful to the following people:
Seonaid Daly, Elaine Forbes, Alan and Allison
Gardner, Annette Lux and Lina Grumm at HIT,
Rob Kennedy, Dr Jonathan Murray, Graham Riach,
Ruth Washbrook.



